Garcinia talbotii Raizada ex Santapau is often misidentified as G. spicata (Wight & Arn.) Hook.f. in the regional Floras of northern Western Ghats. This paper clearly delimits these two species with unambiguous morphological and anatomical characters to facilitate authentic identification.
Introduction
Garcinia L. (Clusiaceae) is one of the medicinally and economically important genera due to the presence of two major bioactive compounds namely hydroxycitric acid and garcinol. The genus consists of c. 260 species, and distributed predominantly in tropical regions, especially Asia (Mabberley, 2017) . In India, the genus is represented by 39 species and 7 varieties, of which 18 species and 5 varieties are endemic (Maheshwari, 1965; Singh, 1993; Sabu et al., 2013; Nayar et al., 2014; Sarma et al., 2016; Shameer et al., 2017) . Garcinia talbotii Raizada ex Santapau is one of the species endemic to Western Ghats that produces edible fruits which can be used in culinary preparations. Quantitative HPLC-PDA analysis of benzophenones and biflavonoids in eight species of Garcinia showed highest amount of xanthochymol in G. spicata (Wight & Arn.) Hook.f. (Acuna et al., 2012) . It also yields timber, used in construction and yellowcoloured pigment from bark and young fruits as a dye.
A critical examination of herbarium specimens of G. spicata housed at BSI, FRLH, CALI, MH, SUK and TBGT revealed that most of them were misidentification of G. talbotii. Similarly, scrutiny of descriptions of G. spicata in the earlier published Floras (Santapau, 1967; Almeida, 1990; Naithani et al., 1997; Godbole & Das Das, 2000; Yadav & Sardesai, 2002; Ganeshaiah et al., 2012) that recorded the occurrence of this species in the northern Western Ghats revealed that the diagnostic features provided for G. spicata fall well within the circumscription of G. talbotii. Inclusion of northern Western Ghats, especially Goa and Maharashtra under the distribution range of G. spicata by other workers (Singh, 1993; Nayar et al., 2014) is also based on the above mentioned earlier works. Further, an examination of fresh field collections corroborates that G. spicata does not occur in northern Western Ghats. The present communication provides detailed description, differentiating characters (Table 1) , photographs depicting morphological and anatomical features and images of type specimens to facilitate the accurate identification of both these species.
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